Для основных групп
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The United States emerged from 13 British colonies located along the East Coast. Now the USA is a federation of 50 states and a federal district. That is why there are 13 stripes and 50 stars on the American flag. 48 of the states are in the same area of North America between Canada and Mexico. The other two states are geographically separate, with Alaska in the north-west of the American continent and Hawaii in the middle of the Pacific Ocean in the west. In the east the USA is washed by the Atlantic Ocean. 
The geography and climate of the United States are extremely diverse, and the country is home to a wide variety of wildlife.

The Mississippi River is one of the most important rivers in the United States. It flows north to south from Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana. Together with the Missouri River, it forms the fourth largest river system in the world. The source of the Mississippi is Lake Itasca in Minnesota. The Yukon River is the third longest river in the United States. The Great Lakes are the five largest lakes in the United States and include Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. They are located in the northern Midwest along the border between the United States and Canada. Of the five lakes, only Lake Michigan is located entirely in the United States.

The major mountain ranges in the USA are the Appalachian Mountains, the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra Nevada. 

There are four major deserts in the United States:  the Great Basin Desert, the Chihuahuan Desert, the Sonoran Desert and the Mojave (or Mohave) Desert. They are all located in the western portion of the country.

The climate of Alaska is arctic, that of the central part is continental and the south with its hot winds blowing from the Gulf of Mexico has a subtropical climate.

The federal capital is Washington, D.C. (the District of Columbia), but each state has its own capital and its own government.

Federal laws are made by the Congress which is the equivalent of the British Parliament. There are two Houses: the House of Representatives and the Senate. Each state sends representatives and senators to the Congress. The President is elected every four years. There are two main political parties in the USA: the Republican Party and the Democratic Party. The current President of the USA is Barak Obama from the Democrats. He was elected the 44th president of the USA on 20th January 2009. He is the first president of Afro-American origin.

The United States is a developed country. It is the world's foremost economic and military power, a prominent political and cultural force, and a leader in scientific research and technological innovations. The population of the USA is about 250 million people. The USA is called the "nation of immigrants". The country was settled, built and developed by generations of immigrants and their children. Many different cultural traditions make up the people of the USA.

English and Spanish are the two major languages spoken in the USA.

